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The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
published a final rule in January 2023 that removes the
requirement for universal masking for all individuals ages 2
and older. This Final Rule requires that Head Start programs
have an evidence-based COVID-19 mitigation policy,
developed in consultation with their Health Services
Advisory Committee (HSAC). Check out the resources
below to learn more about the requirement that Head Start
programs have an evidence-based COVID-19 mitigation
policy.

Federal Register Notice on Mitigating the Spread of
COVID-19 in Head Start Programs

The Final Rule removes the universal masking requirement from the Head Start Program Performance
Standards (HSPPS) and requires Head Start programs to develop an evidence-based COVID-19 mitigation
policy.

Preamble to the Final Rule on Mitigating the Spread of COVID-19 in Head Start Programs

Read the Preamble to the Final Rule for more details about the rationale for the removal of the universal
masking requirement and the inclusion of an evidence-based COVID-19 mitigation policy.

ACF-PI-HS-23-01 Supplementary Information on Establishing an Evidence-based COVID-19
Mitigation Policy

This Program Instruction (PI) provides supplementary information to support grant recipients in
operationalizing this requirement. Grant recipients are not limited to the considerations outlined in the PI
when developing their evidence-based COVID-19 mitigation policy.

Revised HSPPS on COVID-19 Mitigation Policy

Effective Jan. 6, 2023, the HSPPS at 45 CFR §1302.47(b)(9) requires Head Start programs to have an
evidence-based COVID-19 mitigation policy developed in consultation with their HSAC that can be scaled
up or down based on the impacts or risks of COVID-19 in the community.

COVID-19 Mitigation Policy FAQs

Find answers to common questions about the COVID-19 mitigation policy requirement.

Final Rule on Mitigating the Spread of COVID-19 in Head Start Programs Webinar
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https://headstart.gov/archive/physical-health/article/mitigating-spread-covid-19-head-start-programs?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Litigation%20Update%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20and%20Mask%20Requirements%20Vacated&utm_content=Litigation%20Update%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20and%20Mask%20Requirements%20Vacated%20CID_8fb0fc4d36ee2172bf490fd8febbb466&utm_source=CM%20Eblast&utm_term=httpseclkcohsacfhhsgovphysical-healthcoronavirusmitigating-spread-covid-19-head-start-programs&cid=8fb0fc4d36ee2172bf490fd8febbb466&redirect=eclkc
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/06/2022-28451/mitigating-the-spread-of-covid-19-in-head-start-programs
https://headstart.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/preamble-final-rule-requirements-mitigate-spread-covid-19-hs.pdf
https://headstart.gov/archive/policy/pi/acf-pi-hs-23-01
https://headstart.gov/policy/45-cfr-chap-xiii/1302-47-safety-practices
https://headstart.gov/archive/policy/article/covid-19-mitigation-policy-faqs
https://headstart.gov/archive/video/final-rule-mitigating-spread-covid-19-head-start-programs

Watch Office of Head Start leadership discuss the evidence-based COVID-19 mitigation policy
requirement.

Read more:

Safe environments
, Physical Health
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https://headstart.gov/browse/tag/safe-environments
https://headstart.gov/browse/topic/physical-health

