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SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE  

Monday, April 1, 2019 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Exhibitor Set-Up  

10:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m. Volunteer Orientation 

Affiliate Group Meetings 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Directors Affiliate Group Meeting 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Staff Affiliate Group Meeting 
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Friends Affiliate Group Meeting 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Parents Affiliate Group Meeting 

4:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. FHSA Board of Directors Meeting  

 

Mon. April 1 6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.  Opening Reception in Expo Center  
We are pleased to offer eight color-coded themes of educational programming. Sessions are open to all attendees- 

the themes designations are included to help guide your decisions.  

 

 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 
8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Opening Session & Keynote Address, MADE FOR GREATNESS 

The 7 Habits that Unlock Greatness Within 
Adam H. White III, CEO of Purpose_Driven Leadership and founder of Adam White Speaks 

 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Policy Luncheon, Office of Head Start, Region IV Updates, Keno 
Simmons, MJL, Program Manager/COR and Tommy Sheridan, Senior Director of 

Government Affairs, NHSA 

 
10:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m. 1:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Developing Management & 
Leadership Greatness, Adam H. 
White, III, CEO of Purpose_Driven 
Leadership and found of Adam White 
Speaks 
 
 
 
 

Part I: Getting Ready for a Federal 
Review:  Hints, Tips and Protocols, 
J. Christopher Watkins, Executive 
Director, Western Kentucky 
University/Training and Technical 
Assistance Services (T/TAS) 
Sponsored Session by The Head 
Start Collaboration Office  

Part II: Getting Ready for a Federal 
Review:  Hints, Tips and Protocols, 
J. Christopher Watkins, Executive 
Director, Western Kentucky 
University/Training and Technical 
Assistance Services (T/TAS), 
Sponsored Session by The Head 
Start Collaboration Office 

Organization Leadership    Curriculum and Instruction    Cultural Diversity 

Family, School & Community    Ongoing Care and Well-Being     Inclusion & Equity 

Professional Learning   Technology in Early Learning  
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10:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m. 1:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Building your S.T.E.A.M. Team, 
Ron Mohl, Lead Educational 
Presenter, Lakeshore Learning 
Materials 

Promoting Preschool Friendships, 
Dr. Gigi David, Educational 
Consultant, The Discovery Store 

Family Upcycling Activities That 
Reinforce Academic Concepts 
AND Save Family Resources, 
Dottie Ports, Retired Public School K-
3 Teacher 

Cultural Responsiveness in Early 
Education Classroom, Ana L. 
Gonzalez, SE School Readiness 
Regional Facilitator, DOE- Florida 
Office of Early Learning 

Equity and Diversity in Early 
Childhood Setting, Ramona T. 
Codling, Consultant, Codling 
Consultant 

Strategies to Involve Dual 
Language Families into our 
Centers, Isabel Dopson, Family 
Services Manager, Children’s Home 
Society 

Promoting Family Well-Being and 
Healthy Development through 
Positive Discipline Techniques, 
Robin Hart, Senior Trainer, Healthy 
Families Florida  

Family Engagement Powered On, 
Sunny Saunders, Coordinator of 
Family Engagement, Office of Early 
Learning  

Fatherhood Engagement, Daniel 
Grant, Parent, Coordinated 
Community Care for Children, Inc. 
(4C) Head Start - FHSA Father of the 
Year 

How Teletherapy Can Support And 
Benefits Head Start Programs For 
ECE Students With Speech 
Language Communication 
Disorders, Harris Larney, Engage 
Solutions 

How Adverse Childhood 
Experiences Affect Developmental 
Expectations, Jennifer Morris and 
Greter Navarro, Mental Health and 
Disability Specialist, Coordinated 
Community Care for Children, Inc. 
(4C) Head Start 

Data’ll Do it!!! Carol Coffie, Deputy 
Director of Program Services and Jeff 
Heyne, Quality Assurance Manager, 
Mid Florida Community Services, Inc.  

CLASS in Florida: Data Review and 
Improvement Strategies, Mamie 
Morrow, M.Ed. | CLASS Specialist 
and Janet Ranaldi, MBA, Regional 
Director (FL/GA), Sponsored 
Session by Teachstone 

Conducting Effective Policy 
Council Meetings, Melvin Gravely, 
CEO, The Gravely Group 

Pop Up Professional Development, 
Michelle Toral, Head Start Section 
Manager and Dr. Maite Riestra-
Quintero, Chief of School Readiness 
and Early Childhood Programs, 
Miami-Dade County Community 
Action & Human Services Department 

 

Tues. April 2 5:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  Cocktails & Conversation in Expo Center  
St. Augustine Excursion bus departs around 5:30 p.m.  
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Wednesday, April 3, 2019 
8:30 a.m.- 9:00 a.m. FHSA Business Meeting, Coffee & Conversation 

 

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Poster Session & Lunch in Expo Center 
 

Head Start and Foster Care 
Partnership, LaTanya Wynn-
Hall, Director of Head Start 
and Early Head Start, 
Lutheran Services Florida, 
Inc. - Duval Head Start/Early 
Head Start 

FSU Partners for a Healthy 
Baby Home Visiting 
Curriculum & FSU Early Head 
Start: Bringing Research to 
Practice, Julie May McDougal, 
Early Head Start Director, FSU 
Center for Prevention and Early 
Intervention Policy 

Make the Little Things Count: 
A Coaching Guide Designed 
to Support the Progression of 
Mathematical Thinking 
Beginning at Birth, Wendee 
Hooker-Taylor, Office of Early 
Learning  

Improving Quality Early Head 
Start Services to Children & 
Families through Cross-
Cultural Competency, Tanya 
Sparks, Program Director, 
Children's Home Society 
 

 
Learn-to Swim Program, 
Cassandra Alexander, Family 
and Community Engagement 
Coordinator, Miami-Dade 
County Head Start/Early Head 
Start 
 

Learning and Growing 
Gardens Together, Michelle 
Toral, Head Start Section 
Manager, Miami Dade County 
CAHSD Head Start/Early Head 
Start 

Putting Financial Literacy in 
the Forefront - Progress 
related to Families that 
improve Financial Wellness, 
Sandra Ruff, Fiscal Program 
Manager, Orange County Head 
Start 

Improving Overall Health: 
Promoting Healthy Oral 
Health Habits through 
Collaboration and 
Coordination with Community 
Partners, Terri Barlow, Head 
Start Director, School Board of 
Brevard County 

 
Critical Care File, Seth Williams, Health Services Manager, Mid 

Florida Community Services, Inc. 
Project Spotlight, Jaclyn Citarella, Family and Community 
Partnership Manager, Mid Florida Community Services, Inc. 

  
 

9:15 a.m.- 10:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 3:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. 
Engaging Your Team in 
Effective Strategic Planning, 
Cynthia Krosky, CSP, LCSW, 
President, Achieving Corporate 
Excellence, Inc. 
 
 
 

Budget Development to Support 
Quality Early Childhood 
Education & Services, Brenda E. 
Williams, Speical Projects 
Administrator II, Miami Dade 
County Head Start Early Head 
Start Program and Alba Roman, 
Accountant II, Miami Dade County  

Quality Assurance as a Method 
for Continuous Program 
Improvement  
Michelle Toral, Head Start Section 
Manager and Dr. Maite Riestra-
Quintero, Chief of School 
Readiness and Early Childhood 
Programs, Miami-Dade County 
Community Action & Human 
Services Department 

To Planning and Beyond: 
From the Community 
Assessment to Measuring 
Progress, Dr. Cathleen 
Armstead, Program Manager, 
Le Jardin Community Center 

Enjoying Books: The 
Importance of Early Literacy 
for Infants and Toddlers, Jamie 
M. Williams, Instructional 
Designer, Nemours Children’s 
Health System  
 
 

You Wanna Play with Me? 
Enhancing Learning Through 
Dramatic Play, Lillian McCuen, 
Educational Consultant, Education 
Networks 

Projects: The Original 
STEM/STEAM Curriculum 
Approach, Keith L. Pentz, 
National Early Childhood 
Specialist, Kaplan Early Learning 
Company 

The Powers of Observation 
in an Early Childhood 
Classroom, Ryan Woords, 
Sponsored Session by 
Teaching Strategies ® 
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9:15 a.m.- 10:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 3:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. 
Board and Policy Council New 
Performance Standards, Melvin 
Gravely, CEO, The Gravely 
Group 

Strategies that Promote 
Language and Literacy 
Development in Dual Language 
Learners, Vera Myerholtz, 
Instructional Designer, Nemours 
Reading BrightStart! 

The New Parent Cafe: Modeling 
Innovative Parenting Skills for 
Positive Family Engagement 
Sheryl Brown, VP of marketing of 
Role Model Productions, Inc. 

Trauma-Informed Child 
Care, Alina Soto, Statewide 
Quality Liaison and Kathryn 
Schmidt, Operations Review 
Specialist, Department of 
Children and Families- Office 
of Child Care Regulation 
 

9:15 a.m.- 10:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 3:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. 
JUMP the Hurdle of 
Fatherhood, Dexter Battle, 
Family Engagement Specialist, 
Lutheran Services 

Family Engagement 2.0, Kimberly 
J. Rainey, CEO/Lead Presenter, 
Rainey-Day Strategies, LLC 

Using Technology to Enhance 
Community Outreach 
Programs, Meghan Gitlin, 
Community Outreach Coordinator, 
Mid Florida Community Services, 
Inc. Head Start & Early Head Start 

Compliance to the Rescue, 
Michele Ashley, Compliance 
Specialist, Mid Florida 
Community Services Head 
Start & Early Head Start 

Cuddling, Consciousness, and 
Cognition: The Significance of 
Emotional Engagement on 
Development and Learning, 
Keith L. Pentz, National Early 
Childhood Specialist, Kaplan 
Early Learning 

Working to Establish Trauma 
Sensitive Classrooms, Hughena 
Covill, MSc Psych, Mental Health & 
Disabilities Specialist, and Malarie 
King, Mental Health & Disabilities 
Specialist, Coordinated Community 
Care for Children, Inc. (4C) Head 
Start 

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® 
Scholarship Program and Child 
Care WAGE$® Program- 
Professional Development 
Opportunities for Early 
Childhood Educators, Kiki Peters, 
Child Care Wage$ Florida Program 
Coordinator and Denise Bishop, Vice 
President of Outreach, Innovation, 
and Training, Children’s Forum 

KidVision Pre-K- Virtual 
Field Trips in the Preschool 
Classroom, Penny Bernath, 
Education Services Manager, 
South Florida PBS 

Money Bars and Little 
Monkeys: A Curriculum to 
Teach Safety and Injury 
Prevention in Early Child Care 
and Head Start Centers, 
Jennifer Takagishi, MD, Professor of 
Pediatrics, University of South 
Florida 

Individualizing Professional 
Development and Mentoring to 
Help Teachers Implement the 
Creative Curriculum® and 
GOLD® with Fidelity, Ryan 
Woods, Sponsored Session by 
Teaching Strategies ® 
 

Take Training Skills to New 
Heights, Cynthia Krosky, CSP, 
LCSW, President, Achieving 
Corporate Excellence, Inc.  

Social Media 
Training=Essential! Teresa 
Durdaller, Association Vice 
President of Communications, 
Lutheran Services Florida 

Wed. April 3  
6:00 p.m. 6:45 p.m.  

6:45 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  

 
Cocktails & Conversation Reception  

FHSA 20th Anniversary Dinner 
All White Party with Chris DJ Soulja Courtenay 

Thursday, April 4, 2019 
8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Breakfast and Closing Session  

Classroom Management  
Presented by Mr. Shawn Brown, Owner - Creative Director, Role Model Professional 

Development, LLC 

 


